APPALACHIAN TRAIL VOLUNTEERS REPORT RECORD NUMBER OF HOURS DURING FEDERAL
FISCAL YEAR
HARPERS FERRY, W.Va. (Nov. 24, 2015) – The 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) is pleased to
announce that for fiscal year 2015, a recordbreaking 6,827 volunteers reported approximately 272,477
hours to maintaining and protecting the Appalachian Trail (A.T.) for hikers to use. Since the ATC began
collecting reports in 1983, individuals have contributed more than 5 million hours to the A.T., resulting in a
volunteer network that is recognized worldwide.
The record number of both volunteers and hours reported reveals a loyal commitment to the Trail.
Volunteers donated time equivalent to what is completed by 131 fulltime workers and contributed to a wide
variety of projects, including maintaining the A.T. corridor, monitoring and removing invasive species,
supporting teachers in the 
Trail to Every Classroom (TTEC) program, assisting A.T. Communities near the
Trail, and preparing for the ATC’s biennial conference, the organization’s official member gathering held
every other year.
The ATC’s volunteers represent 31 A.T. Maintaining Clubs and Trail Crews; Visitor Center and regional
office volunteers; and participants in additional ATC programs, such as TTEC and the 
Appalachian Trail
Community™ program
. Though Trail maintainers are perhaps the most visible, volunteers also participate in
many other activities, from community outreach to local, regional and Trailwide management efforts.
“The Appalachian Trail Conservancy exists because of the generosity, talents and support of our volunteers
– they are the very soul of the Appalachian Trail,” said Ron Tipton, executive director of the ATC. “The
record number of volunteers and volunteer hours reported for fiscal year 2015 illustrates a continued
dedication to the preservation and management of the Trail.”
For more information about volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.appalachiantrail.org/volunteer
.

About the Appalachian Trail Conservancy
The ATC was founded in 1925 by volunteers and federal officials working to build a continuous footpath
along the Appalachian Mountains. A unit of the National Park Service, the A.T. ranges from Maine to
Georgia and is approximately 2,190 miles in length. It is the longest hikingonly footpath in the world. 
The
mission of the ATC is to preserve and manage the Appalachian Trail – ensuring that its vast natural beauty
and priceless cultural heritage can be shared and enjoyed today, tomorrow, and for centuries to come. For
more information, please visit 
www.appalachiantrail.org
.
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