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PREZ SEZ 
 

Talk about luck, we had it at our first Swingblade and Lopper-

fest event which was held on June 7-9: No injuries, 25 volunteers, 

awesome weather, and food donated by our Trail Magic group 

(see "TATC Trail Magic at the Tye" article) from the previous week-

end (June 1). I had offered to grill the donated hamburgers and 

hotdogs for our crew on Saturday night and to make omelets on 

Sunday morning (thanks to Libby Carmines and Sandy Butler for 

helping me cook/serve and to Jim Newman for providing/cleaning 

the grill). On the way to Sherando, Greg and I saw the sign "fresh 

eggs" as we were driving on Mt. Torrey Road to Sherando. We 

headed back there to purchase fresh eggs after I remembered that 

fresh eggs did not need to be refrigerated. John Sima, our Trail 

Supervisor, said this was the largest group for a Lopperfest event 

that he has ever witnessed (see his article with photos). We had 

three new volunteers - our new Wilderness Ranger (Michael Low-

ry), a new TATC member (Jim Miller), and Adam DeWolfe from PA 

(great friend of Lelia & Greg). Thanks to Rich Seriani, our Tool 

Boss, and Greg Reck who stayed at our base camp (CCC Kitchen 

area at Sherando Lake Recreation Area) where they cleaned out 

our tool storage bin, took inventory, cleaned, sharpened, oiled, and 

repacked our tools into the bin for future use. Thanks to Bruce Da-

vidson, our Safety Chair, for providing InReach devices and a 

"check in" training session with those that carried these devices 

out with them in the field so they would be prepared to activate if 

an emergency occurred. Thanks to Jim Newman for providing pro-

file/mileage maps of our section of the trail so people could see 

what sections we were referring to on the Work Sign-up Forms. 

We spent time talking with the attendees on Friday night and Sat-

urday morning to find out how they felt and what they felt like work-

ing on. AND did I mention that we had awesome WEATHER - it 

was cool. Our ATC Tye River Ridgerunner, Evan Brown, camped 

and ate with us but he participated in an AT Outreach event in 

Waynesboro. Thanks again to Pete Burch. Pete is responsible for 

getting our firewood, taking away our trash, and ensuring our area 
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at CCC Kitchen was ready for our arrival. Pete also did a lot of mowing at CCC Kitchen area and at Reids Gap 

trail head before we got there - making our job much easier! 

 

What a difference 5 weeks can make! Our second Swingblade and Lopperfest event was held on July 12-14 and 

the weather was much warmer than our last event. Our original base camp (CCC Kitchen) was planned for major 

renovations, so we contacted Devils Backbone to see if they were interested in letting our crew setup base camp 

at their facility. They generously offered us their entire "Tent City" area for camping which was across a narrow 

road from their relatively new bathhouse. We had 23 volunteers, no injuries, decent but warm July weather, and a 

brewery next door with great food. Thanks to Jim Newman for helping with our Tools since Rich Seriani/Trail Boss 

couldn't be there. Thanks to Michelle Cobb for designing our new TATC Working Ahead signs that we placed at 

Tye River and Reids Gap trailheads letting hikers know that we were working the trails. We had four new volun-

teers - a new TATC member Mark Chilson (Navy Senior Chief), Jacob Alexander (joined TATC at our July GGM), 

Morgan Whitten (Navy Lieutenant on submarine) who joined TATC when she got home on Sunday - please read 

"why she joined under New Members", and Andrei Pahomi (signed up via ATC advertisement). This time, Evan 

Brown/ATC Tye River Ridgerunner, camped and worked with us. All these new workers volunteered for our 

toughest assignments, and we were pleased to assist them in their requests. They all did a wonderful job and said 

they had fun. Thanks again to Bruce Davidson, our Safety Chair, for providing InReach devices to each group in 

the field. Thanks again to Pete Burch. This time he removed a fallen tree (before we arrived) that was blocking our 

access to the fire road at Love Gap. Thanks to Jim Sexton, one of our sawyers, for volunteering to lead a group to 

remove a blow down reported on the MauHar Trail. Thanks to everyone who came out to help despite the steamy 

weather. Last, and certainly not least, thanks to John Sima for his leadership in organizing and executing these 

events throughout the year. John has an understanding and appreciation of what is needed at each event and 

assigns leads based on the work requirements. 

 

All our Swingblade/Lopperfest events and Fall Maintenance events have been scheduled, so please mark your 

calendars now as this is why we are a club - to maintain our 10.2-mile section (from Tye River to Reed's Gap) of 

the Appalachian Trail! If you are concerned about the level of work, please let me know and I will work with you for 

your assignment. We all want to have FUN while working. 

 

Greg Hodges, our Cabin Chair, has continued to watch over and care for our treasured cabin. Please see his arti-

cle for additional information and how you can help. 

 

Even in this record heat and humidity, our members continue to help our local trails with maintenance activities. 

Paul Heymann, our Local Trail Supervisor, has at least one local maintenance workday each month so check out 

our calendar to sign up. Paul has been recruiting members to lead a maintenance event. See his article inside 

which highlights several of their maintenance events. Please let him know if you are interested in helping in this 

capacity. 

 

Our Tuesday Group continues to keep up their commitment of holding an event every Tuesday so check out our 

calendar if you have Tuesday mornings available for a hike, bike, or kayak trip. Thanks to each trip leader for 

hosting these events. 

 
(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Our Education Chair, Don Williams, has been busy leading his Education Committee to review and update our 

educational documents as needed. Please check out the new/updated articles on day pack checklist, TATC Local 

Trails, first aid kits, guidelines for activity participation by minors, and backpacking water treatment options. These 

are posted on our website under Documents and/or the links are provided below. 

 

Day Pack Checklist  

TATC - Local Trails - 06-29-2024  

Article on First Aid Kits (2)  

Revised Minor Participation Guidelines  

Water Treatment Options for Backpacking 

 

In our last newsletter, I mentioned that all our Board positions had been filled. I would like to highlight some of the 

activities/efforts that your Board members have accomplished thus far. 

 

I want to thank and recognize both John Barnes and Kaci Midgette, our Outreach Chair and Co-Chair, respective-

ly, for their efforts in responding to our objective of expanding our recruiting effort to a more diverse group (age/

race/gender). See their article about participating in Pridefest 2024. 

 

I would like to thank and recognize our new Merchandise Chair, Mike Martin. He has been manning our merchan-

dise table at our monthly meetings and moving some merchandise that we've had in inventory for some time. To 

help move our merchandise (mainly shirts), he is offering discounts. Please come prepared with cash or a check 

to get in on these deals. 

 

I want to thank and recognize Rich Seriani for all he has done to inventory, organize, and sharpen all our Tools. 

Thanks to Lee Lohman, John Barnes, and Greg Reck for helping Rich with these tasks. Please thank him for a job 

well done! 

 

I want to thank and recognize Andy Grayson for accepting the Land Management Chair for our section of the AT 

and thanks to Dave Plum who agreed to serve as an advisor to Andy in this new role. 

 

Lastly, I want to thank and recognize Lee Lohman, our Program Chair and past President, for his tireless efforts to 

obtain guest speakers for our General Membership Meetings each month, for working behind the scenes on sev-

eral club administrative tasks such as time forms, cabin property lines, you name it and he's working on it. 

Thanks, Lee, for always being there to help in any and every way possible! Please see his article as the Program 

Chair. 

 

Any of you that have worked on our section of the AT and/or at our local trail maintenance events with 50 hours or 

more, should have already received an email or a phone call about being eligible for a TATC Award. Jim Sexton, 

Lee Lohman, Jim Newman, Greg Reck, Paul Heymann, and I have been adding/combining hours collected since 

1990 for AT and 2000 for Local Trail maintenance events and contacting individuals about their preference  

 

 
(Continued on Next Page é) 
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for award options. If you have not been contacted and you have worked more than 50 hours on the AT and/or on 

our Local Trail maintenance events, please contact me right away so we can investigate your situation. Jim New-

man, our Awards Coordinator Chair, will preside at our TATC Awards Ceremony which be held at our October 9th 

General Membership Meeting. 

 

Stay safe while having fun on the trails and in the woods,  

Lelia Vann President - Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club 
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Minute for Maintenance August 2024 

By John Sima 

 

    Swingblade & Lopperfests 1 & 2 were the highlights for June & July.  We had great attendance for both events. 

27 people showed up for Lopperfest 1 and 22 for Lopperfest 2. Those are the highest numbers that I can remem-

ber for these events.   What we do in these events is trim back the vegetation growth that encroaches the 

trails. Ticks like to hang out on this overhanging vegetation hoping to latch on to any hiker or mammal that walks 

by. Lymes disease is my #1 fear on the trail, these events help prevent that. 

    John Oaks & Greg Seid did a great job in St Mary's Wilderness, on the Bald Mountain Overlook trail (this is the 

trail that parallels the Parkway) during Lopperfest 1. They cleared 15 blowdowns in a 1-mile stretch. With this in-

formation, Michael Lowry (our SAWS Wilderness Ranger) and I tackled the remaining section during Lopperfest 2. 

We cleared an additional 19 blowdowns, a long dayôs work! Thanks Michael! 

  

 New members showed up for Lopperfest 2 filled with enthusiasm. This is very contagious and spread to our sea-

soned members. A special thank you to: Andre Pahomi, Morgan Whitten, Ron Hopkins, Mark Chilson, Keith 

Forbes, & Tom Mitchell. 

 

 Evan Brown, our ATC Ridgerunner lead a work crew up to the Three Ridges Summit during Lopperfest 2. Thanks 

Evan! I know what a tough job that was. 

  

 Devils Backbone was our basecamp for Lopperfest 2. It was great to sample their fine food & brewery products. 

We might have to stay there again. Many people enjoyed it. 

   

 In non-maintenance related news, Bill Murat one of our Club Members is currently thru hiking the AT.  He com-

pleted the southern half of his flip/flop hike.  He recently started his northern half hiking from Mt Katahdin to Harp-

ers Ferry. If you would like to follow along, request to join his Facebook page ñPappyôs Appalachian Trail  

Adventureò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Murat 
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Bill Murat at Mt Katahdin  

Note, he's sporting the TATC'S 50th Anniversary bandana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our club is short of qualified Sawyers. We currently have only 12 qualified, one of those is out of State. If you 

would like to qualify, please contact me. 

  

Upcoming events: 

August 9th-11th Swingblade & Lopperfest #3 

August 23rd-25th ATC Workshop, Improving Trail Tread & Drainage, Sherando 

October 11th-13th Fall Backpacking Walk thru 

October 25th-27th Fall Maintenance 

  

Happy Trails, 

John Sima, Trail Supervisor 
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Swingblade and Lopperfest 1 

 

 

Blowdowns in St. Maryôs Wilderness 

 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Greg Seid & some blowdowns in St. Maryôs Wilderness 
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Greg Seid & some blowdowns in St. Maryôs Wilderness 
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Jim Dunham at Lopperfest 1 working on the top section of Three Ridges 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Lelia made a delicious breakfast for everyone!! 

 

 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Sherando Lake volunteers, campground hosts, and seasonal interns expressed their 

 thanks to TATC for sharing our hamburger and hotdog dinner with them!!! 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Swingblade and Lopperfest 2 

 

Devils Backbone, Greg Reck, Bruce Davidson, Morgan Whitten, Paul Link, Mark Chilson 

& Andre Pahomi enjoying the Brewery  

 

 

 
  

(Continued on Next Page é) 



                                                                                               14 

 

John working St Mary's Wilderness Swingblade and Lopperfest 2 
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Michael Lowry, SAWS Wilderness Ranger  
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Michael Lowry, SAWS Wilderness Ranger working St Mary's Wilderness  

Swingblade and Lopperfest 2 
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Clearing a blowdown during Swingblade and Lopperfest 2 
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TATC Trail Magic at the Tye 

Compiled by Michelle Cobb 

 

ñItôs the best burger Iôve ever had in my lifeò - Pierre, NOBO thru-hiker from NY 

 

On Saturday June 1, National Trails Day, TATC volunteers staged some tasty Trail Magic for thru- and section hik-

ers at the Tye River Bridge. Starting at the crack of dawn, and with the aid of a hand truck and the usual TATC can

-do spirit, 6 coolers filled with ice, soft drinks, water, burgers, cheese, hotdogs and salads were lowered down the 

trail by the morning crew. Multiple tables were set up for grills, serving, hiker supplies and a charging station. Wa-

termelon was cut on location and served ice cold. Manning the grill were Jim Newman and later, Lelia Vann, who 

quickly became legendary amongst the hikers, dishing up double-decker cheeseburgers with fried onions on the 

side. Other volunteers included Michelle Cobb, Greg Reck, Peg & Rich Seriani and Jim & Chris Sexton. 

The morning crew: Michelle Cobb, Jim Newman and Jim Sexton 
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Jim Newman, ñBig Birdò from England, Jim Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñJudgeò from the Netherlands with Michelle Cobb. Judge had just received her law  

degree and thru-hiking the AT was her graduation present. 
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Grateful thru-hikers Pierre (NY), Caster (NC) and Porky (CO) 

Peg Seriani and Lelia Vann, during the afternoon shift 
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TATCôs Peg Seriani serving up one of Leliaôs famous double cheeseburgers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trail magic charging station 
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