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www.tidewateratc.com 

PREZ SEZ 

 

Welcome Aboard and a Hearty Thank You 

Peg Seriani has assumed the role of Newsletter Editor from Jim 

Sexton.  Itôs a big responsibility.  The newsletter vitally links the 

TATC community together with our Facebook page (thanks, Bill 

Bunch) running a close second.  Peg, we all appreciate you taking 

on this important responsibility. 

 

The hearty thank you is for Jim Sexton.  For 17 years, Jim has ed-

ited the newsletter as well as managed our website, chaired our 

historical committee, with Ned Kuhns, represented us before the 

Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and as section leader, monitored 

one of the most important sections of our part of the A.T.  Jimôs 

never-ending enthusiasm for TATCôs mission and his advice and 

guidance coming from decades in TATC senior positions is an in-

spiration to us all.  Many, many thanks for all the years of service 

Jim. 
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Back to the Future 

Our Back to the Future auction was a success.  First, it was fun.  The Parish Hall roared with people chatting 

about past hikes, planning for future ones, and talking about all manner of other subjects, outdoors related or not. 

 

Second, members brought good stuff to sell.  These ranged from camping stoves to cookies. 

 

Third, TATC made money.  We collected a total of $724.  A TATC member, who wishes to remain anonymous, 

heard about the total and kicked in another $76 to make it a round $800.  Thank you very much, anonymous 

member. 

 

Thanks, also, to everyone who brought good stuff to sell and to those members who bought some things they 

needed and some they didnôt but bought them anyway just to help TATCôs treasury.  I bought an exterior frame 

backpack.  Old technology, but it really brought back my days as a Boy Scout. 

 

Out of the Cold and Into the Music 

COVID shut down virtually all of our TATC activities, as we know.  One of the events we missed the most was the 

Holiday Party.  Sharon Salyer and her committee came up with the brilliant idea of replacing it with an outdoor 

Day-in-the-Park.  The D-i-t-P permitted the social contact our members craved during the Holidays without greatly 

risking exposure to COVID.   

 

The D-i-t-P was so popular that Sharon and crew started a spring version of it.  Both events drew a large number 

of TATC members.  The only downside was mother nature.  The holiday event, in particular, seemed to invariably 

coincide with cold or rainy weather. 

 

Well, COVID is largely behind us now, and Sharonôs team has reinvigorated our traditional indoor event.  It will 

include lots to eat, lots to drink, lots of music (with a DJ), and lots of time to talk to each other.  See Sharonôs arti-

cle below for the details and do come out on December 9th.  You will surely have a good time. 

 

The Cabin is Ready for You 

Greg Hodges and a team of 18 others felled trees, cut firewood, and did other maintenance to prepare the cabin 

for the coming winter season.  Please read Gregôs report below on the crewôs efforts to enhance the cabin experi-

ence.  

 

The cabin is TATCôs most valuable asset and is as close as we come to a clubhouse.  I urge you to consider rent-

ing it, if you are qualified, and to become qualified if you arenôt.  Staying there is like stepping back to a time when 

the mechanics of living in the woods were an art form. 
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Checking the Boundaries:  A Joint Responsibilities of the National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, the 

Appalachian Trail Conservancy, and TATC 

I think most members know that TATC is authorized to maintain our patch of the A.T. and other USG property by 

an agreement with the NPS, USFS, and ATC.  One obligation all four organizations share is periodic inspection of 

the borders between privately held and USG lands. 

 

Weôll be monitoring the borders in our area of responsibility in January.  Winter is the ideal time to do it.  The bor-

ders are delineated by markers made of concrete with a brass cap.  They are very hard to find when plant leaves 

are out.   

 

Our role will be to find these markers, called monuments, and assure no one is impinging on the land borders be-

tween them.  Two representatives from ATC will accompany us.  The US Forest Service has tentatively agreed to 

let us bunk at the administrative building in Sherando.  Think warm sleeping and hot showers. 

 

This will be a different kind of trail maintenance for us.  Weôll need between five and ten members to be part of the 

border monitoring crew.  Interested?  Standby for more information in December. 

 

Transitions 

Bruce Davidson (Counselor), Cecil Salyer (Treasurer), and I (President) will be stepping down from the Board in 

February as we reach the end of our three-year terms.  What happens next? Please read the article below written 

by Michelle Cobb, the chair of the Nominating Committee.  In it, she identifies the slate of candidates her commit-

tee has approved, but she also describes how you can throw your hat in the ring if you are interested in being 

elected to one of these positions.  These are great jobs.  Consider it. 

 

Happy Trails. 

Lee 
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Fall Maintenance Weekend 

Sherando Lake, October 20ï22, 2023 

By Peg Seriani 

 

The Fall Maintenance weekend was a fun camping event at the Sherando Lake, Williams Branch Picnic Area. 

The weather was perfect fall temperatures, sunny and in the upper 50's during the day and the low 40ôs in the 

evenings.  

John Sima conducted the safety meeting Saturday at 8am before we divided up into our assigned work 

groups with tools and PPE, and hit the trails. There were many choices for trail maintenance assignments availa-

ble on sign-up sheets.  They included:  

Blow Down up near Chimney Rock & Erosion Control 

Blow Down Between Harpers Creek & Mau-Har Intersection  

Shelter Clean-Ups, Harpers Creek and Maupin field  

Waterbar Cleaning/Repair Tye River 

    

On Saturday evening Lee Lohman and some volunteers, prepared a wonderful dinner. They made a delicious 

cheese ravioli in a tomato sauce with meatballs, a number of side dishes, such as, potato salad and coleslaw. And 

for dessert there were many options but my favorites were the lemon bars and moon pies. 

 

By 7pm the sun had set and it became quite chilly. After dinner folks gathered in the Pavilion near the fire-

place where it was nice and warm. The weekend was a success and the trails looked great from the effort of 

around 50 volunteers.  

 John Sima giving the safety brief (photo by Bob Veverka) 

 

 

            

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Photos by Bob Veverka 

 
Reviewing the sign-up sheets for work assignments 

 

 

 
Fallen tree at Three Ridges near Chimney Rock 
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Sandy and Kara (photo by Bob Veverka) 

Heading to the fallen tree near Harperôs Creek ( photo by Rich Seriani) 
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Photos by Rich Seriani 
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Handing out PPE 

Bill skinning the bark off the tree 
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Photos by Rich Seriani 

 

 
 

Bill and Greg sawing the fallen tree near Harperôs Creek  

 

 
 

Andy showing Jenny and Bill how to adjust the saw handles 
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Photos by Rich Seriani 

 

Dinner time!   

 

Warming up around the fireplace after dinner 
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 Royce Gene Bridger 

 

Royce Bridger, a longtime TATC club member passed away on 

November 9, 2023. He had previously served as TATC's Local 

Trails Chair for a couple of years along with his wife Judy.  

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2023 

at Chestnut Memorial United Methodist Church.  

 

 

A copy of his Obituary can be found at: 

https://peninsulafuneralhome.com/obituaries/royce-gene-bridger/ 

 
 

 

 

https://peninsulafuneralhome.com/obituaries/royce-gene-bridger/
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Cabin Report 

By Greg Hodges 

 

The TATC cabin had continuous weekend reservations for October and November 2023.  The cabin had 15 

of 31 nights reserved in October and 15 of 30 nights reserved in November.  Every weekend had a paid reserva-

tion except for the November cabin maintenance and orientation weekend.  

 

     The maintenance and orientation weekend were a huge success! There were two individuals, Peter Burch 

and Bob Adkisson, who arrived a few days ahead of the weekend to get a head start on the fire wood cutting ac-

tivity.  Overall, the maintenance and orientation weekend had 19 participants!  There were people who stayed for 

just Saturday, some who stayed at Sherando Lake or in Charlottesville, some that tented, and even one person 

brought their own cot to sleep on.  It was a hugely successful trip with the required work being completed.  There 

were five people who operated chainsaws on this trip!  Then a team consisting of John Sima, Tom Meree, Bob 

Adkisson, and Jeff Steele went and cleared several blowdowns on the White Rock Falls Trail.  There were 3 peo-

ple who received cabin orientation. 

 

     The Cabin Committee has sent out periodic cabin availability e-mails to qualified club members.  This has 

helped fill last-minute cancellations.  This happened twice during the last two months.  Thank you to the cabin 

renters who continue to utilize the wonderful asset that we have.   

 

     However, December begins the winter season.  Thus, the Blue Ridge Parkway may experience some gate 

closures at milepost 16 near Route 814.  The Cabin Committee has been in contact with the new owners/

operators of Love Ridge Lodging (formerly Royal Oaks Cabins).  TATC members and guests who use the TATC 

cabin have been given permission to park on their property as long as advance notice is communicated to the 

owners/operators.  The Cabin Committee will send a standard operating procedure to those who rent the cabin 

during the winter season to ensure that TATC maintains the opportunity to park at Love Ridge Lodging. 

 

     The Cabin Committee is beginning to look forward to improving and maintaining the cabin in 2024.  Steve 

Babor and Milton Beale are working on plans to increase the height of the chimneys to overcome a roof clearance 

issue.  This will allow for proper draft of the chimneys; thus, this will reduce the amount of smoke that enters the 

cabin.  Some of the other improvement projects include replacing the green cooler (that has no drain plug), adding 

food containers for the green food bin to prevent delicate foods from being crushed, adding storage containers for 

under the bunks, installing the newly purchased chimney cap (which could not be installed due to rain and a wet 

roof during the September and November maintenance trips), as well as other small projects.  The Cabin Commit-

tee welcomes any ideas and suggestions to help improve the cabin. 

 

V/r, 

Greg   
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Cabin Maintenance & Orientation Trip 

November 10 ï 12, 2023 

Photos by Patrick Hayes 

 

 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Hike to the cemetery during the cabin maintenance weekend (photo by Mary Crozier) 
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA 2023 

An Interview of Pete Burch, HistoriCorps Volunteer 

By Peg Seriani 

 

Earlier this year Pete Burch saw the HistoriCorpsô project announcement for the Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion 

on the TATC website. He had not previously volunteered for a HistoriCorps project before, but he had visited 

Cave Mountain Lake in the past and knew the pavilion had been in bad shape for a long time. The roof was cov-

ered in thick green moss, much of it rotted with some holes exposing the view of the sky. For over 20 years visi-

tors and volunteers wanted to at least tarp the pavilionôs worn roof. Finally, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) came 

up with the solution and funding through grants for the building maintenance on the pavilion and a number of oth-

er Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and USFS projects.  

HistoriCorps is starting to have more east coast projects. Some other upcoming projects planned are Sheran-

do Lake CCC kitchen and William Branch pavilion roofs to be re-shingled and to replace the masonry on their fire-

places. Those roofs need maintenance and are also moss covered, however, Pete said they appear almost new 

compared to the condition of the Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion roof.   

The CCC built the Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion in the 1930s. The CCC was a 9-year program created by 

federal government that put young men to work during the Great Depression on conservation and natural re-

sources projects across the country. During that time, they completed an impressive number of environmental 

projects, planting billions of trees and constructing trails and shelters in more than 800 parks nationwide. Pete 

said ñthe CCCôs accomplishments created such an incredible legacy.  How could you ever leave a legacy 

like that today?   You can, by volunteering to restore these buildings.ò So, with that thought in mind, after 

seeing the request for volunteers on HistoriCorpsô website, Pete decided to sign up.   

HistoriCorps offered 4 one-week work sessions with a 5
th
 session added at the end of the season to complete 

the repairs on the Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion roof. Pete attended the October 8-13 session and the team that 

week was comprised of 4 volunteers, and 2 paid staff (a project manager and a crew leader). Some of the volun-

teers during this session were from outside Virginia, they lived in New Jersey, Maine and Florida, and all of them 

had experience working on previous HistoriCorps projects. 

When Pete went back again for the 5th session during October 29-November 3, there were only 3 people to-

tal, the project manager, a crew leader and Pete. Then a 4
th
 person, Terry Deglandon, was able to join them for 

the last 3 days of that final session.   

HistoriCorps provided 3 meals per day for the team as well as all the tools, PPE and training. The team 

worked from 8am to 4:35pm each day. During their work day they would exercise, receive safety briefings, and 

training on equipment such as how to safely operate the compound miter saw.   

During his stay, Pete slept in his truck and the others camped out in their tents. They were lucky regarding the 

weather and only had a light sprinkle on 2 of the days. It was cool his first week in early October but by the end of 

October during his second volunteer session it had gotten quite cold, as the temperatures got down into the 20s at 

night and the low 30s during the day, but sunny. Pete said he saw a lot of deer in the 2 weeks he was at Cave 

Mountain Lake and at night he heard the owls. The Hunterôs Full moon that occurred in October was so bright that 

it woke him up in the middle of the night out of a sound sleep. The crew leader cooked all the meals and the rest 

of the team pitched in to clean up. Pete said the food was very good. The volunteers had access to hot showers 

on site. 

 

          

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA 2023 

An Interview of Pete Burch, HistoriCorps Volunteer 

By Peg Seriani 

 

(Continued from Previous Page é) 

     

Each day the leader gave the volunteers the list of what work needed to be done and asked them ñwhat do 

you feel comfortable doing?ò The volunteers could pick the work they wanted to do within the scope of the project 

and their skill set. 

Pete explained to me the basics of the roofôs construction as he described to me the work they did. He said 

the roof was made up of shingles, skip purlins (ladder decking between logs), and rafters (logs). The skip purlins 

needed to be properly spaced for the shingles and to help keep the inside roof dry. Initially, the teamôs planned 

work was to remove and replace the shingles. However, he said that as the teamôs shingle work progressed, they 

found 80% of the purlins were rotten and needed to be replaced making more repair work to do than originally 

thought. One roof rafter was found completely rotted, so the team had to carefully remove it from the roof. Then 

they felled a tree to be the replacement and skinned off its bark, prepped and installed the log onto the roof. Pete 

said that this volunteer work gave him the opportunity ñto see how the CCC did this work back in the dayò. 

One of the great things about HistoriCorps, is they have access to specialty craftsmen with expertise 

in areas such as frontier carpentry, masonry, and copper flashing around chimneys. They can source and 

procure needed materials, for example the 1-3/4ò thick roughcut lumber, in order to restore in the traditional man-

ner with special sized wood.    

Pete said a cool thing that occurred a number of times while the team worked, were visitors stopping by just 

to watch the team repair the pavilion because those visitors had gotten married there in the past. He said that it 

goes back generations and that people were so happy to see the pavilion being restored. Pete thinks that Histori-

Corps should capitalize on this and collect these visitorsô stories of their weddings and other events to celebrate 

the history of the pavilion and the impact the site has had on so many peopleôs lives. 

Cave Mountain Lake closes annually for the winter in late October. At the end of the 5 sessions, the team had 

repaired the roof to where it is 95% ready for new shingle installation. Some flooring work also remains. The team 

spliced in one rafter into the roof valley and joined it to another rafter. At that same spot the adjacent outside wall 

was found damaged from weather so, they braced it until it can be repaired next season. That repair will have to 

wait until HistoriCorps can get a repair design from a USFS engineer. In the meantime, the team tarped the roof 

until next spring when volunteers can return. Pete said ñit was fun but hard work.ò He said he would go again 

next year, if he can make it in the spring.    
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA 

October 8-13, and October 29-November 3, 2023 

Photos by Pete Burch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North side of the roof as it appeared when Pete first showed up. Fungus was growing on the bottom 

of the purlins and shingles (see white spots) where all the water was leaking through. 

Before starting on the roof repair (early October session). 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Pete in the center standing on the roof (early October session). The team finished the east and southeast 

side of the roof, ripping out shingles and purlins on the southwest side. 

Rotten shingles and purlins had been removed (early November session).   

This is the north facing side of the pavilion. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 

Photos by Pete Burch 
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Tool trailer and view of the back of the pavilion.  The southeast side (left) has a kitchen inside the pavil-

ion.  The southwest side (right) shows scaffolding and is where a lot of the rotten purlins and the rotten  

main rafter was found. 

Before the purlins were replaced (early November session). 

(Continued on Next Page é) 

Photos by Pete Burch 
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Natural Bridge USFS employees installing new purlins (early November session). 

Tarps installed on north side. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 

Photos by Pete Burch 
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Tarps installed on southwest side. 

When Pete first arrived to begin work on site, he found a white pine had been growing on top of the roof.  Pete 

had the idea to relocate and plant the tree onto the site grounds and mark one of the stakes ñHistoriCorps 2023ò. 

Photos by Pete Burch 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA  

November 1ï3, 2023 

Photos by Terry Deglandon 

 

New rafter installation 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA  

November 1ï3, 2023 

Photos by Terry Deglandon 

 

 

Young people from AmeriCorps and several local volunteers and staff 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Cave Mountain Lake Pavilion, VA  

November 1ï3, 2023 

Photos by Terry Deglandon 
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Holiday Party 

Baby itôs Cold Outside, Sooo. . . 

By Sharon Salyer 

 
 

With the holidays approaching, calendars are filling up, donôt forget to include the Tidewater Appalachian Trail 

Clubôs holiday party on yours. This year, we are moving back indoors to our pre-Covid venue at Royster Memorial 

Presbyterian Church, in Norfolk. The festivities will start at 6:00 with music and dinner served buffet style. At 7:00, 

more music and dancing commence.  

DJ Gary Stevenson, from Garyoke Time will once again entertain us with music and dancing, including his 

line dancing demos. Gary did a great job for us back in 2019. Time to dust off your dancing shoes and encourage 

that wallflower in the family to join in the fun. 

Another blast from the past will be the return of our potluck dinner. The catered meals of the last couple of 

years were good, but they canôt compare to the delicious home-cooked dishes prepared by our members. Plan on 

bringing a main dish, vegetable, or dessert to share with 8-10 people. The club will provide water, tea, and soft 

drinks. BYOB beer and wine lovers. 

Last year, the club was able to make a generous donation to the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia and the 

Eastern Shore by selling raffle tickets for a beautiful basket that Kaci Midgette put together for us. This year, we 

will be supporting the Foodbank by making cash and canned food donations to Roysterôs food pantry. The church 

distributes food to the needy on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00am-12:00pm each week. There will 

be a box at the door for your donations. 

 

Here are the particulars: 

Date: December 9, 2023 

Time: 6-10pm 

Place: Royster Memorial Presbyterian Church, 6901 Newport Ave, Norfolk, VA 23505 

Price: $5 per person. Children eat free. 

Bring: A dish to share and a donation for the Foodbank 

Parking: Parking is located in the grassy lot on the north side of the church, at the corner of Brackenridge Ave 

and Newport Ave. Street parking is also available. 
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TATC Facebook Update 

By Bill Bunch 

Last year at this time, an experimental group page was set up for the TATC. Having seen the success of a 

group page for other organizations, it seemed to be a good fit for us. The main reason for creating the group 

page, and the difference between the group page and our older, existing page was the ease of posting and ease 

of moderation of those posts. In December of 2022, the board members were invited to use the new page to post. 

Toward the end of December of 2022, the page was opened for members and the public. 

The group page has proved to be popular with TATC members and the public. At this time, there are now 450 

people both club members and the public have joined the group page since it opened to the public. More im-

portantly some of those who started by joining us on Facebook later joined the TATC.  

While we could always use more posts and pictures from our fellow club members, I am grateful to all who 

have contributed posts to the page. Some of those who have contributed are John Sima, Jane and John Oakes, 

Margaret and Bruce Julien, Cecil and Sharon Salyer along with many other individuals. The posts receiving the 

most interactions (like, love, etc.) are those that describe and display our work and the people who do that work. 

To add additional content to the page, we also share information from organizations like the Appalachian Trail 

Conservancy, SAWS and other maintaining clubs. I am always amazed about the quality of the photos displayed 

on Facebook by Thomas Madry, Rick Burgess, Janice Miller and others. Finding and displaying these photos on 

our page for our members to see is something I really enjoy. 

In addition to hoping to entertain page viewers with interesting content, scheduled club events for the week 

are displayed every Monday. In this way, our page has become a reliable source of information. During the recent 

wildfires in Virginia and North Carolina, information was posted as it became available to keep viewers up to date 

trail closures and progress in fighting the fires. 

If you have not visited our group page, I hope you will. If you have an opportunity to create a post for the page 

of any club related activity, your content will be welcome.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/2366193230213291 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2366193230213291
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TATC Elections January 2024 

by Michelle Cobb 

 

The TATC Nominating Committee is very pleased to submit the following slate of Officers for fiscal year  

2023-2024. Please plan to attend the January 10th membership meeting and vote in your next Board:  

 

President - Lelia Vann 

Vice President - Kaci Midgette 

Treasurer - Andy Grayson 

Secretary - Peg Seriani 

Trail Supervisor- John Sima 

Assistant Trail Supervisor- Britt Collins  

Counselor - Jim Newman 

 

Any club member is eligible to run for any one of these positions. Additional nominations can be made  

at the January 10th membership meeting.  

 

Our sincere thanks go out to each candidate for stepping forward to take on a leadership role in our club. 

  

Nominating Committee: John Barnes, Bruce Davidson, Paul Heymann, Jim Newman,  

Greg Reck, and Peg Seriani.  

 

Michelle Cobb, chair: mcobbTATC@gmail.com 

 
 

file:///C:/Desktop/TATC%20hiking%20info/Newsletter/Dec%20Jan%20newsletter%202023/mcobbTATC@gmail.com
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Maintenance Training with Greg Ritson 

October 22, 2023 

by Peg Seriani 

Photos by Rich Seriani 

Greg Ritson, ATCôs Technical Trail Specialist, came to the Fall Maintenance Weekend to conduct Trail 

Maintenance Training on that Sunday. Eleven TATC members were able to attend Gregôs training.  Greg is an 

outstanding instructor and this training was really beneficial for those who attended. He provided a lot of infor-

mation, hands on training and demonstrations.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg started off with a safety brief and a discussion on required PPE.  He also went over potential hazards of 

trail maintenance such as, bad weather, wildlife, other hikers, and plants like poison ivy. He explained about hav-

ing an emergency plan before beginning trail work.  An example he gave was to identify the nearest hospital and 

urgent care facility and include directions and phone numbers. He trained us on the proper use of different tools 

for trail maintenance. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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The training took place on the trail near Reidôs Gap. We first started with improving an existing water bar. 

 

 

Greg showed us how to create a grade dip or swale.  He explained how the running water erodes the trailôs tread. 

The grade dip is easier to install than a water bar and requires less maintenance. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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He even demonstrated the improved water flow off the trail through the grade dip by rolling  

an orange down the trail. 

 

 

Next Greg discussed blazing best practices such as using flat, exterior paint, mark the tree at eye level, and place 

a blaze ahead of the apex of a trail turn and not right at the turn. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 
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Greg demonstrated how to prune overhanging and encroaching tree branches back to their growth collar (branch 

collar) so the tree can heal. 

(Continued on Next Page é) 


