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PREZ SEZ 

 

This is the last Prez Sez I will write, as my term expires February 28. 
 

I want to thank the entire board for their help and support over the last two 
years, and wish ñfarewellò to departing contributors and ñwelcomeò to our 
new members. 
 

Many thanks and farewell to:  
Phyllis Neumann for her 20 years of contributions, wearing an array of hats 
over the years, recently as Vice President 
Douglas Cary for his diligent care and handling of the club finances 
Jim Newman for serving multiple roles, most recently as Trail Supervisor 
Patrick Hayes for the support he provided as Assistant Trail Supervisor 
Mark Ferguson whose counsel was always spot-on 
Mark Van Zandt for providing an exciting assortment of club-branded  
merchandise 
Bruce Julian for taking such ownership and pride in our cache of tools 
Suzanne Moss for gifting us with some amazing programs and speakers 
Bob Giffin for navigating the maze of Land Management since 1996  
Lee Lohman who is transitioning from Education to the presidency 
 

Welcome to:  
Lee Lohman - President 
David Altman - Vice President 
Cecil Salyer - Treasurer 
Steve Clayton - (returning) Secretary 
Brittany Collins - Trail Supervisor 
John Sima - Assistant Trail Supervisor 
Bruce Davidson - Counselor 
 

Thank you to our continuing Counselors, Ellis Malabad and Kari Pincus, 
and to our steadfast anchors Ned Kuhns and Jim Sexton for filling in time 
and again over the years in a variety of roles.  
 

To our Cabin committee, Bob Adkisson and Greg Hodges; to Tony Phelps 
who stands ready to create our next calendar; to Local Trails Chair Dave 
Plum; to the Membership team of Sharon Salyer and Kama Mitchell; to our 
new Land Management Committee Chair, Nalin Ratnayake; to our Outreach 
Chair, Rosemary Plum; to our Timekeeper Bill Lynn and to our Facebook 
administrator, Juliet Stephenson: THANK YOU for being there for TATC! 
 

Weôve come through an unusual year still functioning and viable as a club, 
thanks to each and every one of our members.  
 

All the best for the future, 
 

Rosanne Cary 
President - Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club 
president@tidewateratc.com 
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Minute for Maintenance  

 

 As reported in the last newsletter, the pandemic scaled-back Fall Maintenance involving 18 

members, successfully cleared our AT and Mau-Har trails while taking on the added job of installing 

fire rings and tent pads at Maupin Shelter. Since then, however, winter storms of December cluttered 

our trails with a dozen downed trees, mostly small, but one, a massive oak, created a huge switch-

back mess near the AT/Mau-Har south junction. Being an obvious class ñCò sawyer supervised task 

(multiple trunks of 16-22 inch diameter trunks with every bind imaginable), I called Paul Dickens 

whom I have on speed dial. Paul responded immediately and along with wife Martha cleared the 

blockage. See the pictures on the next two pages and also in Paulôs article, which is also included in 

this newsletter.  

 

 Remaining work was done by solo individuals or teams of 2-3 involving Brittany Gonzales Col-

lins & John Sima (incoming Trail & Assistant Trail Supervisors), Jim Sexton, Pete Burch & Milton 

Beale. Pete & Milton removed the blue blazes someone painted on a few of our trees. 

 

 Below is some useful information about our mountain trails. Note that AT cumulative trail mile-

age is presented north to south and south to north, along with distance between two  adjoining points.  

A second piece of information gives present section leaders. We have a vacancy and some assignees 

may not wish to continue. Please review and contact me or Brittany in order for us to update the list. 

Requirements for section leaders are that they visit their section a minimum of 4 times per year. 

Spring and Fall Maintenance trips count. If the other 2 times occur in April and September, we could 

eliminate the need for trail walk throughs before May & October Maintenances. 

 

Jim Newman 

Trail Supervisor 

trailsupervisor@tidewateratc.com 

 

TATC Appalachian Trail Mileage  

 

 

  (Continued on next page é) 

Miles N-S Features Distance Elevation Miles S-N 

0.0 Reids Gap/BRP 1.7 miles 2645 10.7 

1.7 Maupin Shelter/M-H N jct 0.4 miles 2,734 9.0 

2.1 Bee Mtn Summit 0.8 miles 3,034 8.6 

2.9 Gid Spring (for Gid Honsinger) 0.8 miles 3,281 7.8 

3.7 Hanging Rock 0.5 miles 3,493 7.0 

4.2 Three Ridges summit 1.7 miles 3,970 6.5 

5.9 Chimney Rocks 0.4 miles 3,163 4.8 

6.3 Flat Rock 1.6 miles 2,798 4.4 

7.9 Harpers Creek Shelter 0.9 miles 1,906 2.8 

8.8 Mau-Har S jct 1.8 miles 1,804 1.9 

10.6 Tye River Bridge 0.1 miles 996 0.1 

10.7 VA Hwy 56  1,005 0.0 

mailto:trailsupervisor@tidewateratc.com
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 

  AT Shortcuts: 

   Drive to Maupin shelter on fire road. Save 1.7 miles 

   to Hanging Rock & beyond 

   Drive to Cow Pasture & hike old AT to AT near Harpers 

   Creek Shelter. Save 1.5 miles to points north 

Mau-Har Trail: 

Maupin Shelter to Waterfall  1.6 miles 

Waterfall to AT South Junction  1.4 miles 

 

  Section Leaders  

 

Reids Gap to Maupin Shelter   Jerry & Etta Burch, Eric Christenson, Jim Newman 

Maupin Shelter to Gid Spring & Fire Road Pete Burch (no relation to above) 

Gid Spring to Three Ridges Summit  Mike Wilson 

Chimney Rocks to Three Ridges Summit  Nathan Terault 

Flat Rock to Chimney Rocks   Libby Carmines 

Harpers Creek Shelter to Flat Rock  Vacant 

Mau-Har south jct to Harpers Creek Shelter Randy & Evan Smith 

Tye River to Mau-Har south jct   Jim Sexton 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Dickens using a new improved under-bucking tool 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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With long, large trees tension binds must be reduced by  

removing sections in pieces beginning at top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven cuts  
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Bill Newsom  
By Bob Adkisson 

 

Bill A. Newsom, Jr., age 90, died November 19, 2020 in Florida.  

 

In 1972, Bill was a founding member of TATC; he later became a Life Member of the club, was a real 

cornerstone in the construction of the Douglas Putman Cabin, and, once rental use began, for almost 10 years 

he was the first head of the Cabin Committee as well as the rental officer.  

There are probably only a handful of us today in the club who remember Bill because many years ago, 

after he retired from his job at NASA Langley (in 1985), he spent several years dedicated to caring for his elderly 

mother, and then, with her passing, he moved away; leaving his beloved native town of Norfolk, he followed his 

heart south.  

Twenty years an active club member, involved in every aspect of the TATC cabin, in 1992 Bill moved to 

the small town of Apopka, Florida (just north of Orlando), to live with his long time friend and fellow club mem-

ber, Jacque Jenkins (Jacque, a former club president and life member, also played a pivotal role in the building 

of the club cabin but, after about 7 years of work she was drawn to Florida to be near her adult daughter and 

grandchildren. Jacque passed away in January, 2018).  

 

There were 5 club members most involved in designing the club cabin, supervising the work, ordering 

materials, and spearheading other aspects of getting the cabin built, 5 core people that dedicated vast amounts 

of time and effort to see it through-- from just an idea to completion. These people were: Jacque and Bill, Harold 

and Margaret Crate, and Otey Shelton.  

Bill was the last surviving member of this group, and with his passing a page in the history of the club is 

turned. Every club member who visits and enjoys time at our clubôs wonderful stone cabin high on the side of a 

mountain in Nelson County owes these 5 people a debt of gratitude. They deserve to be well remembered and 

honored for all they contributed.  

Bill Newson - Construction of the Douglas Putman Memorial Cabin 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 

I was fortunate enough to know and work with all 5 of these great club members-- all of them a genera-

tion older than me. I experienced many long hours of work with them at the cabin (and on our section of the Ap-

palachian Trail), rode back and forth to the mountains with them countless times, shared meals and mud and 

bugs and all sorts of weather with them, had many adventures with them on many trails and rivers.  

I was lucky, and at the time I knew I was lucky-- to have found the club and these people (and other club 

members) that were so kind and generous and adventurous, who let me share this corner of their world, accept-

ed me with open arms. My life was made infinitely better for having known them. I thank them all.  

 

Bill and I were very different people-- besides being 23 years apart in age-- but I remember many hours 

standing beside him at the mortar box, the two of us wielding long handled hoes, mixing mortar and filling 5 gal-

lon buckets for Otey and the rock laying crew high up on the jury rigged scaffolding at each end of the cabin. He 

was a highly educated engineer who worked for NASA in the wind tunnels, doing all sorts of technical research 

on military aircraft design, while I was a long haired college drop-out who worked the night shift in a wine ware-

house, saving money for my next big trip. One of us a rock solid conservative with all sorts of responsibilities, 

one a carefree liberal.  

That was another great thing I noticed about the club and the work we did, how different people came 

together from all walks of life to rub shoulders and get the job done, building a community, sharing their love for 

it all.  

Bill was also different from the other core group who came on almost every cabin weekend work trip in 

one very important aspect-- they were all recently retired (or, in Oteyôs case, self employed and semi-retired), 

while Bill still had to get up early every Monday morning, drive to Hampton and go to work. I remember him 

speaking up about that in the spring of 1982 when we put in a lot of extra time (I think we made the long drive to 

the cabin and back 4 weekends in a row that April, and on Sundays we even worked until about 2 in the after-

noon) to get the cabin ready for the Dedication Ceremony early that May-- a Dedication attended by members of 

the Putman family and many invited guests.  

 

Besides the cabin work trips with Bill and the others, there was one very memorable canoe trip-- in Au-

gust of 1981 Jacque and the Crates organized a week-long paddle in Ontarioôs Algonquin Provincial Park, about 

200 miles north of Toronto. There were 12 of us altogether, in 6 rental canoes, and we paddled and portaged 

about 75 miles through any number of lakes, rivers and bogs. The first day we saw a bear close up, on the 

shore of a lake, the 2nd day we passed by a huge moose feeding in a bog. I had never paddled on lakes or in 

such a wilderness before. I donôt think Bill had either. There were times I thought he looked far out of his ele-

ment or comfort zone, but he smiled and gritted his way through it.  

 

I visited Bill and Jacque in Florida 4 times over the years, mailed them TATC calendars every Decem-

ber, wrote and spoke with them on the phone a few times a year. They kept up with club events, read their 

newsletters, came back to Virginia at least once to visit the cabin theyôd both worked so hard to build.  

I also mailed Bill a long newspaper article a few years ago, a series about the history of NASA Langley. 

After getting out of the military, he worked there from1958 until 1985 and, though rarely speaking much about it, 

he was very proud of the job he did. He recently sent me photos of himself at work and wrote about some of the 

things he did there. Iôm sure some of the work he did was classified. I include one or two photos that he sent, 

plus one of him at the trail club cabin.  

The last thing I sent him was a recent article from the Virginian Pilot newspaper about the book and 

movie Hidden Figures, which of course is based on actual events that took place at NASA Langley. Turns out he 

had an at least passing acquaintance with one of the women featured in the film (the aspiring engineer Mary 

Jackson, played by actress Janelle Monae).  

 

I was informed of Billôs death by one of his long time, loyal neighbors, a woman who heôd asked to be 

the executor of his will (I believe I briefly met her on one of my last visits). She said Bill was doing well right up 

till the end, bothered only by poor circulation in his legs that kept him from getting out much. The cause of death 

was heart failure (nothing COVID-19 related). His last wish was to be buried in Norfolk, in a family plot alongside 

his mother and father. She sent me a copy of the obituary he wrote for himself, which I include below:  

 

 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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Obituary :  

 

ñNewsom, Willian A, Jr. Age 90. Died Nov. 19, 2020. He was a native of Norfolk, Virginia and the son of 

William A. Newsom and Lucy Russell Newsom. After graduation from M.F. Maury High School and Vir-

ginia Polytechnic Institute, he was recruited to be employed at the Langley Research Center of NACA 

which in 1958 was merged with other technical facilities to form NASA. His work at LRC was the study 

of Dynamic Stability and Controllability using the Free-Flight-Model Technique. During his period of em-

ployment, the configurations studied varied from unique designs of STOL and VTOL ideas to the devel-

opment of all military designs such as the F-4, F-14, F-15, F-16 and F-18 fighter planes as well as the B-

1 and B-2 bombing planes.  

His military service consisted of 5 years as an Aviation Ordnanceman while a member of VMF-233 

U.S.M.C.R. and 2 years as a member of the faculty of the Artillery School U.S. Army [the latter assign-

ment was at Fort Sill, OK] He was a charter member of the Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club and a Life 

Member of the N.R.A. with a primary interest in long-range rifle marksmanship.  

He was preceded in death by his beloved younger sister Carolyn N. Ferris of Yorktown, Virginia.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Bill Newson - Wind-Tunnel Jockey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Newson - 1957 - First Project  

 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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One final thing I remember Bill telling me when I visited him in Florida: he grew up in what sounded like 

a neighborhood of modest homes in Norfolk, along Killam Ave. just east of Hampton Blvd, near what is now an 

ever expanding part of ODU. He told me how, as a teenager, in the mid to late 1940ôs, heôd carry his hunting rifle 

onto a city bus, ride to South Norfolk, transfer to another bus going into some rural part of Chesapeake, then 

spend the day alone in the woods and fields, hunting or target shooting. At dayôs end heôd ride the bus back 

home. Neither he, the bus drivers, or apparently the passengers thought twice about a teenager carrying a rifle 

on the bus. But, years later, to me he marveled about such a thing not raising a single eyebrow, being perfectly 

acceptable. 

 

Leave No Trace ð Virtual Trainer Course  

UCSB Adventure Programs is proud to offer Leave No Trace Trainer online courses taught by one of our Master 

Educators. This 16-hour online course has been reformatted to include interactive live Zoom meetings and in-

struction. It will consist of ñpre-Zoomò participant assignments and preparation followed by online presentations 

and class discussion. Our goal is for participants to finish the course feeling confident in their abilities to mini-

mize outdoor impacts and pass those skills on to others. 

 

Leave No Trace Trainer Course Certificate of Completion requires 16 hours of coursework. While typically the 

course takes place in the field, our online Trainer course will be conducted in the ñvirtualò field, and a little on 

your own. 

 

Since this course is online and interactive, it requires the ability to meet online through Zoom video meetings on 

a device of your personal choice. Video/audio capability is required. Devices are not provided. 

This course will be run February 1 ï February 22 on Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00 ï 5:00 PM PST. There will 

be no class February 15. 

 

Cost: $65 

Click here for more information and to register. 

Contact: Wren Wise, djwise@ucsb.edu 

 

Free Entrance Days in the National Parks  
 

Come experience the national parks! On six days in 2021, all National Park Service sites that charge an en-

trance fee will offer free admission to everyone. Mark your calendar for these entrance fee-free dates in 2021: 

 

April 17: First day of National Park Week 

August 4: One year anniversary of the Great American Outdoors Act 

August 25: National Park Service Birthday 

September 25: National Public Lands Day 

November 11: Veterans Day 

 

National parks are Americaôs best idea, and there are more than 400 parks available to everyone, every day. 

The fee-free days provide a great opportunity to visit a new place or an old favorite, especially one of 

the national parks that normally charge an entrance fee. The others are free all the time. The entrance fee 

waiver for fee-free days does not cover amenity or user fees for activities such as camping, boat launches, 

transportation, or special tours. 

 

The annual $80 America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass allows unlimited 

entrance to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, including all national parks that normally charge an en-

trance fee. There are also free or discounted passes available for senior citizens, current members of the mili-

tary, families of fourth-grade students, and disabled citizens. Learn more about the variety of passes offered by 

the America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass series. 

https://lnt.org/event/leave-no-trace-virtual-trainer-course-26/
mailto:djwise@ucsb.edu
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=8ca3837970&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=6445b01190&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=45689e5edf&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=bf4ba49876&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=e81375b49f&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=9b8a958dc2&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=a8f009ba3b&e=50997f49c4
https://tidewateratc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b4b56215f58352eca502f98&id=1212031f52&e=50997f49c4
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The Importance of  Land Management  

Nalin Ratnayake, LMC Chair 

 

On the evening of Wednesday, January 20
th
, seven TATC members met to revitalize the work of the club's Land 

Management Committee. We discussed the nature of the core work to be done, logistical and safety considera-
tions for a boundary walk, our schedule for the year, and committee roles with respect to our secondary goals.  
 
Key Takeaways: 
In Attendance: David Altman, Emily Argo, Sky Burley, Bryce Horvath, Lee Lohman, Nalin Ratnayake, and 
one unidentified Zoom participant member 

First 2021 LMC Boundary Walk (squad limited to 5 people): March 6-7 (if needed, weather hold to March 13
-14)  

Next LMC Quarterly Meeting: April 21, 7pm   
 
The duties of the LMC are quite important, and the committee is one of the few entities actually mandated in the 
bylaws of the club; however, the membership in general may only be vaguely aware of the committee's function 
and importance. The LMC's primary function is to fulfill the role of Corridor Stewardship ï a duty deputized to us 
as a trail maintaining club by ATC and the government agencies with which it cooperates, the US Forest Service 
and the National Park Service.  
 
The AT Corridor is a collection of NPS lands annexed by the US Government in the late 1970's in order to pro-
vide a buffer zone of wilderness surrounding the Appalachian Trail, particularly in areas where it did not already 
pass through USFS or NPS lands (and thus bordered private or other lands instead). The portion of the AT Cor-
ridor that is under our care extends from Reid's Gap to roughly near Maupin Field Shelter along the southeast 
side of the AT (see map).  
 
The core task: Several times per year, we walk the edge of our AT Corridor section, inspect the official survey 
monuments that denote the legal boundary line, as well as their witnesses (reference objects such as trees or 
boulders that represent the legal reference points relative to which the monument is located on an official sur-
vey), and maintain the boundary. This maintenance includes clearing sightlines between the monument and all 
witnesses, ensuring that official blazes and signage are touched up and repaired, and that alignment between all 
of the above corresponds to the compass bearings on the official survey map.  
 
A boundary walk can be arduous. Since the team travels off-trail, the going is slowed significantly by under-
growth, vines, rugged terrain, and all manner of creatures from insects to snakes. There are no trails or trail 
signs (nor should we make any in the wilderness!), and even in winter the trees and vegetation are too thick to 
properly see monuments though, and thus often we are obliged to navigate by compass and bearing alone. In-
cluding the time for maintenance at each monument, a one-mile stretch of boundary can take almost four hours 
round-trip to complete in fair weather. 
 
Why expend so much effort to inspect a few discs of metal and a few dozen swaths of BarkMark Yellow paint? 
The most proximate answer is that it is our duty to do so, as a Trail Maintaining Club of the AT, as delegated to 
us from the Park Service through ATC. However, the bigger picture answer is that our regular Corridor Mainte-
nance is the first line of defense of these public lands. The survey monuments denote the legal boundary be-
tween public and private property, and the witnesses are their legal points of reference. The signage helps deter 
accidental or malicious encroachment or annexing of public property, illegal hunting and ATV use, and timber 
theft. And finally, we are also the eyes and ears on the ground that keep tabs on the state and health of a 
shared public asset, a buffer zone that ensures a ñwildò protective cushion is wrapped around the Appalachian 
Trail for the entirety of its 2193.1 miles.  
 
Today, TATC's boundary is in fragile shape. Thanks to the heroic efforts of member Bob Giffin (the previous 
Land Management Chair) over many years, the majority of our monuments are intact, witnesses present, and 
signage properly posted. But the decades since the last official survey in 1989 have taken their toll. One monu-
ment is missing, and several are down to only one legal witness... Two may have no witnesses remaining at all, 
as even hardy oaks can fall and die over the decades. Some appear to have been intentionally cleared or de-
stroyed. Alas, we are not permitted to lay new monuments or paint new blazes, nor can we designate new wit-
nesses or move a ñrelocatedò survey marker; only a licensed survey team is authorized to do such things, at the 
probable cost of many tens thousands of dollars. Legally, we can only repair and touch up what survey markers 
already exist when we arrive on our inspection trip.  
 
So the bottom line is: The last survey was over three decades ago. No more are presently forthcoming. Our only 
choice is to preserve what we have as best we can, until such time that a new official survey can be conducted. 
This is part of our duty to the lands delegated to us to protect.  
 

(Continued on next page é) 
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We are grateful to Bob for the work he has done that we can build upon ï indeed we may not have much of a 
boundary left at all if it were not for his long years of dedicated effort. When the physical toll of the boundary 
walk become no longer possible for Bob, he had to step down from this position in recent years, temporarily 
leaving TATC's Land Management function with no champion. Today, I am pleased to report that many enthusi-
astic and energetic young members ï the majority of whom have joined the club only within the past six to nine 
months ï have stepped up to take on this challenge.  
 
Our first corridor maintenance trip of the year has been tentatively planned for March 6-7, weather permitting. 
We will be following all appropriate safety precautions, including those related to COVID-19, and have mandated 
that at least one member of any boundary inspection team be Wilderness First Aid certified, due to the in-
creased risk of injury in a remote area on such trips. We will also be requiring specific tools and equipment, such 
as sturdy, water resistant boots and a bladed hand tool for all members of the trip to assist in making our way 
through thick undergrowth.  
 
The highly-physical boundary line walk is not for everyone. However, for those interested in engaging with our 
secondary goals, which include exploring and discussing topics in land stewardship, sustainability, and ecosys-
tem conservation, you are welcome to join our quarterly meetings. The next meeting will be held Wednesday, 
April 21

st
 at 7pm.  

 
I hope through this article I've been able to spread the word about the importance of this committee's work, and 
generate enthusiasm for its goals. I am quite humbled by the number of eager volunteers who have stepped 
forward willing to engage, nearly a dozen expressing interest so far. I observe that ï thanks to these new re-
cruits ï the new year seems off to a strong start for our reborn Land Management Committee.  
 
We stand ready to ñwalk the lineò in 2021! 

Map showing TATC's section of the Appalachian Trail, as well as our portion of the AT Corridor. (North is along 
the Cartesian lines towards top-left.) 
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2021 Trail Crew Applications Now Open  
 
The ATC is now hiring for several Trail Crew positions to work on A.T. projects from Georgia to West Virginia. 

Project work over the season (early March through mid-November) will include routine maintenance, heavy 

tread repair and rehabilitation, and Trail relocations. The deadline for submissions is February 8, 2021, so apply 

soon!  

 

PRIMARY PURPOSE: 

 

Highly qualified seasonal crew staff are recruited each year to complete routine Trail maintenance, major reha-

bilitation/repair, and Trail relocation projects. Applicants must demonstrate responsibility, initiative, and self-

motivation. They must be able to work both independently with minimal supervision and cooperatively as a 

member of a team. Crew staff applicants should demonstrate the interest and ability to contribute to the public-

service effort of working on a National Scenic Trail. 

 

All positions are seasonal. Wages vary according to positions and individual qualifications. The pay is competi-

tive and includes room and board. This four-person crew will be provided various lodging options throughout the 

season which will include both tenting and various indoor facilities. Food will be provided by ATC and purchased 

by the crew. ATC will provide a crew vehicle for travel to and from projects, with gas provided. Extensive travel 

may be required for some projects. Cold, wet weather and a remote environment are possible. 

 

In 2021 the crew will complete projects all along the Appalachian Trail from Georgia through West Virginia, in-

cluding Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Project work over the season will include routine maintenance, 

heavy tread repair & rehabilitation, and trail relocations. All projects will be completed in coordination with the 

local A.T. Maintaining Club and land manager (USFS, Great Smoky Mountains Natôl Park, A.T. NPS Office, etc.) 

 

The following are the positions that will be filled in 2021: 

¶ One Trail Crew Leader 

¶ Three Trail Crew Members 

 

Position descriptions for Trail Crew Leader and Trail Crew Member are available on the application page linked 

below: 

 

To Apply:  

 

Please follow the link to ADP below. All files attached should be ñ[your last name]_[your first name]_[file name]ò. 

https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=308869eb-4bf3-4360-a0b8-

b26c926a5f77&ccId=19000101_000001&type=JS&lang=en_US 

 

 

 

 

Please submit an application packet that consists of a resume, list of three references, and a cover letter. Cover 

letters should detail: 

 

¶ Why you are interested in ATC Trail Crew staff position(s) 

¶ How you found out about this position 

¶ Previous trailwork experience 

¶ Any relevant and current certifications (chainsaw/crosscut, first aid/WFA/WFR, LNT, etc.) 

¶  

 

Questions can be e-mailed to: 

 

Josh Kloehn, ATC VARO Resource Manager, jkloehn@appalachiantrail.org 

 

Deadline to apply is February 8, 2021 

https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=308869eb-4bf3-4360-a0b8-b26c926a5f77&ccId=19000101_000001&type=JS&lang=en_US
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=308869eb-4bf3-4360-a0b8-b26c926a5f77&ccId=19000101_000001&type=JS&lang=en_US
mailto:jkloehn@appalachiantrail.org
https://appalachiantrail.org/careers/atc-2021-trail-crew-staff/?sm_guid=Mzc1MzM5fDE4NzM1NDk5fC0xfGp0c2V4dG9uQGdtYWlsLmNvbXwzMDY2NDE0fHwwfDB8ODE4MDE0ODh8OTM4fDB8MHx8MzU3Njc40
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Sandy Bottom Nature Park  
 
Hampton's premier park is a 456-acre environmental education and wildlife management facility. Born from borrow pits and 
garbage dumps, the park is truly a success story of reclamation of our natural resources. From the 10,000 square foot nature 
center overlooking Sandy Bottom Lake to the elusive creatures that inhabit the wetland marshes, there is something for eve-
ryone at Sandy Bottom Nature Park. 
 
Website: https://hampton.gov/142/Sandy-Bottom-Nature-Park 
 
Park Brochure (PDF) 
 
Park Map (PDF) 
 
Facebook 
 
DESCRIPTIONS: 
ƴ Hiking and Biking Trails 
There are 12 miles of nature trails throughout the park. All trails, with the exception of Osprey Point and Wood Duck are bicy-
cle accessible. Whether wishing to discover wetland marshes, wildflowers, hardwood forest or lake edge trails, Sandy Bot-
tom Nature Parkôs extensive trail system has much to offer to the nature enthusiast. You never know what creatures you may 
see along the way 
 
ƴ Camping 
The peaceful and quite atmosphere of the park makes every visit tranquil and relaxing. Eleven primitive campsites, two of 
which are group sites, are nestled in the shady, wooded forest. There are also four tent cabins that are situated on the lakeôs 
edge giving you a spectacular view of Crystal Lake. Tent cabins and group sites may be reserved in advance. Individual 
primitive camping sites are on a first come first serve basis. 
 
ƴ Picnic Shelters The park offers five different picnic shelters throughout the park for your picnic needs. These may be re-
served in advance. There are also numerous picnic tables throughout the park that are open on a first come first serve basis. 
 
ƴ Boat Rentals 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park offers canoe, paddle and jon boats for rent at the nature center. Canoe in narrow channels or 
paddle your way around Crystal Lake in one of our paddle boats. The views are breathtaking. Special guided canoe trips, led 
by park personnel, are occasionally offered throughout the year. Inquire inside the nature center or ask one of the Park 
Rangers. Whether fishing for the big one or just enjoying a relaxing day on the lake, jon boats are available for rental at the 
nature center. 
 
ƴ Nature Center 
The 10,000 square foot nature center that overlooks Sandy Bottom Lake houses environmental & animal exhibits along with 
a conference room and classroom that may be rented out for functions. 
 
ƴ Flora & Fauna 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park has a diverse flora and fauna within the 456 acres. Flora includes forested, wetlands, shrub-
scrub wetlands, forested wetlands, and open area species. This ranges from white oak to trillium to cattails. Fauna in the 
park holds a wide range of species from the common whiteïtail deer to the rarely seen threatened Mabeeôs Salamander and 
endangered canebrake rattlesnake which are both protected by the state. With the completion of the wetland mitigation pro-
ject, the parkôs stop over for birds during migration has increased. Both the flora and fauna are important parts of the parks 
ecosystem as they interact to form a more stable environment as a whole. 
 
LOCATION/ACCESS:  1255 Big Bethel Road in Hampton, Virginia.  From Norfolk travel Interstate 64 (I-64) West until you 
reach the exit for the Hampton Roads Center Parkway, West. (Exit 261A).  Take the parkway approximately 1/2 mile to Big 
Bethel Road.  Turn Right on Big Bethel for 1/4 mile.  Turn left into Park. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
  
Physical Address 
1255 Big Bethel Road 
Hampton, VA 23669 
 
Email: sbottom@hampton.gov 
 
Phone: (757) 825-4657 
 
Fax: (757) 825-4658 
 
Park Hours: 7 days a week - Sunrise to sunset - Closed Christmas Day  
 
Nature Center Hours: Jan. 18, 2021: Closed until further notice due to high numbers of COVID-19 cases.  
 

  
 

https://hampton.gov/142/Sandy-Bottom-Nature-Park
https://hampton.gov/142/Sandy-Bottom-Nature-Park
https://hampton.gov/DocumentCenter/View/149/sandy-bottom-park-brochure?bidId=
https://hampton.gov/DocumentCenter/View/148/sandy-bottom-map?bidId=
http://www.facebook.com/SandyBottomNaturePark
mailto:sbottom@hampton.gov
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Big Down Mess Cleared in Three Ridges with COVID Precautions by Crew of Two 

Trip Report ï 15 and 18 Jan 2021 - Three Ridges Wilderness, AT Switchback North of Tye River 
Crossing 

 

Paul Dickens, C-Sawyer and USFS Traditional Tool Trainer, member TATC, PATC and CMC, Board Member of 

SAWS 

On January 15, the Crew of Two (Paul and Martha Dickens) removed the climb over logs and limb mess totally 

blocking switchback on the AT above Tye River heading north.  The switchback was made passable and the so-

cial bypass trail around the down mess was blocked.  On January 18, the Crew of Two returned to clear the step-

over, step-on logs remaining after the first trip.  The Crew of Two is from same household to meet ATC and For-

est Service COVID precautions.  We made 7 crosscut saw cuts on 15 January including 3 C level cuts on the big 

oak down blocking both the top and bottom of switchback.  We blocked off the switchback shortcut social trail 

with brush.  On 18 January, we made 7 more cuts including 4 under buck cuts because of top bind in the step-

over, step-on logs left after first trip.  On the second trip we brought a strap-puller and pulled off the trail the big 

cut oak log left as a walk around on the first trip.   Total of 14 crosscut saw cuts in two trips with limbing, axe 

work, strap puller work and tread repair to clear the big down mess. Three Ridges is Wilderness.  Power tools are 

prohibited, so traditional tools were required.  In normal times, the big down mess cleared would be a great 

TATC crew training exercise.  Clearing the down mess in this high traffic area was important to prevent social 

trail resource damage, so special crew with their own equipment who could comply with COVIC precautions was 

dispatched. 

Jan 15 - On trail 9 am.  Off trail 3 pm just before rain began.  6 hrs trail work.  4 hrs travel and 101 miles 

roundtrip from GVA home.   2 persons x 10 hours = 20 hours. 

Jan 18 - On trail 8:30 am.  Off trail 1:30 pm, 5 hrs trail work.  4 hrs travel and 101 miles roundtrip from GVA 

home.  2 persons x 9 hours = 18 hours. 

Other volunteer time.  1 hour total selecting and packing tools before each trip.  1 hour cleaning and storing 

tools after second trip.  1 hour writing initial and final reports. 

Total 40 volunteer hours and 404 miles volunteer travel. 

Pictures and notes follow.  Please share and use as example of planning and documentation for this type trail 

work. 
 

15 Jan, View from top - big oak down blocking top switchback corner (to left) on AT north above Tye River, 

short-cut social trail around the down mess is on right. Ź 

(Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 
 

15 Jan, Climb over down at top, measured 22-inch diameter, totally blocking trail. Ź 

15 Jan, Climb over ï climb through log and limb mess at bottom, totally blocking trail. Ź 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 

Walk-around ï stop-over down on top after big log cut, 15 Jan.  Remaining step-over log is 12 inch di-

ameter. Ź 

 

 

(Continued on next page é) 



                                                                                               16 

 

(Continued from previous page é) 

 

View from top 15 Jan after removing climb over downs and blocking the social trail with brush.  Ź 

 

 
Step over logs left at bottom 15 Jan for next crew.  These logs are B-level cuts, but the logs are bent with 

heavy top bind.  We cut notches on top of these step-overs for traction when stepping over, stepping on until 

next crew can clear.  Ź 

 
 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 
Tools used 15 and 18 Jan.  Ź 

5.5 ft Champion tooth felling saw (1/15) 
5 ft Champion tooth felling saw (1/18) 
Silky Katanaboy 650 and 1000 saws 
Ax, lopper and hand saw 
Under-bucking tool (1/18) 
Strap puller (1/18), rope and loop straps 
Wedge kit including aluminum and plastic 
Digging tool for restoring tread 
Loggers first aid kit, hard hats, gloves, etc.  

 
 

Jan 15, Martha getting started clearing small limbs at bottom with hand saw and then cutting climb over 

log with Silky 650. Ź 

Note small aluminum wedge used to keep cut open.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 
 

Jan 15, Paul on crosscut at start of big oak log cut, note the aluminum puck wedge set to keep kerf open Ź 

 

Jan 15, Martha checking wedges on big log while Paul finished cut with Silky from the uphill side. There 

was top and side bind.  Aluminum wedges with additional plastic wedges were necessary to lift and hold the log 

for a successful crosscut.  Size and weight of log made this a C-level cutting work. Ź 

 

 

   (Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 

Jan 15, Big log with skids set, did not work as hoped to clear log off the trail because log rolled when it 

dropped and hung on limb knobs.  Had to make the top cut on hillside above trail for place for sawyers to com-

fortably stand Ź 

 

18 Jan, Used Strap Puller to move big oak log chunk out of trail, two pulls - first from top side to line up cut 

log for second pull from below to move cut log off trail with gravity assist  Ź 

(Continued on next page é) 
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(Continued from previous page é) 

 

18 Jan, Paul using under-bucking tool  Ź 

These logs at bottom were bent from fall across the 

trail and had heavy top bind.  Under bucking was only 

way to clear with a crosscut saw.  Clearance around 

and below logs was tight preventing double under 

buck cut with two sawyers.  The under-bucking tool 

made these cuts possible with one sawyer from the 

side.  The alternative was to cut out the logs with an 

ax.  Did finish one log by chopping out the top with ax 

when the undercut bound near top.  Finish cut the 

other undercut logs with big silky saw after making 

most of undercut with traditional crosscut saw and 

under-bucking took.  

 

18 Jan, Top Final Cleared, restored tread slightly uphill  Ź 

(Continued on next page é) 


