Online Trail Maintenance Training

Working on the Appalachian Trail (A.T.) and in Wilderness Areas involves inherent risk, but those risks can be minimized through planning, communication, training, and equipment. Each trail volunteer is responsible for their safety and for others they may lead. The online training opportunities listed below can be used to help educate trail leader and volunteers in preparation for successful trail maintenance trips.

ATC’s Safety and Training
https://appalachiantrail.org/get-involved/volunteer/safety/

ATC Essential Trail Maintenance Videos
https://appalachiantrail.org/maintenance-training-modules/

Student Modules
· Understanding Safety 
· Trail Alignment & Issues with Water 
· Brushing 
· Marking the Trail 
· Keeping Hikers on the Centerline 
· Trail Condition & Assessment 
· Fire Ring Management
· A.T. Condition Assessment Report Form (sample)
· The Ten Essentials for a Day-Hike

Instructor Modules
· Instructor Guide – Understanding Safety 
· Instructor Guide – Trail Alignment & Issues with Water 
· Instructor Guide – Brushing 
· Instructor Guide – Marking the Trail 
· Instructor Guide – Keeping Hikers on the Centerline 
· Instructor Guide – Trail Condition and Assessment 
[bookmark: _Hlk202118372]
Trail Safe! Training
Sign-Up: https://volunteer.appalachiantrail.org/s/atc-project-details?c__recId=a0qUI0000026BFl

Trail Safe! is a unique safety program designed specifically for National Park Service trail volunteers. It’s based on NPS Operational Leadership Training, where the human factor of safety is explored. 8 videos, with about a 3-hour run time.

The Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center offers a variety of free self-paced online courses in partnership with the Eppley Institute for Parks and Public Lands at Indiana University. Twelve self-paced online wilderness courses are currently available online at no cost to wilderness management agency employees.
The Fundamentals of Wilderness Stewardship Certificate Program comprises four online courses that explore the history, philosophy, and application of wilderness law, regulation and policy in the United States.

USFS Trail Maintenance and Construction Notebook
Link: https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs_media/fs_document/trail-maintenance-notebook.pdf

North County Trail Handbook
Link: https://northcountrytrail.org/files/trail-management/NCT%20Handbook_Planning-Design-Construction-Maintenance_2019.pdf

Wilderness Training Courses: 
The Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center, in partnership with the Eppley Institute, has long provided 36 e-learning courses for agency and public use. These courses will soon be updated and transitioned to a new platform hosted by the Wilderness Institute at the University of Montana.

Website: https://wilderness.net/practitioners/training/online-training-courses-and-certificate-programs/default.php

What to Expect:
· Starting July 1, 2025: Courses will be available through the Eppley Institute for a fee during the transition.
· After the transition: Courses are expected to be offered again at no cost on the new platform.
We appreciate your patience during this shift.
Questions? Contact info@wilderness.net.

Wilderness Webinars
The Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center is hosting a 4-part webinar series free and open to all wilderness managers, practitioners, and partners.​ The series can be attended in-full or participants can select only the sessions they are interested in. We strongly recommend taking both webinar sessions 2 and 3 if you want a fuller understanding of the MRA and MRAF. Each webinar will have opportunities to interact with experts and peers. Following the webinar, participants will be invited to a virtual space to allow for more interaction/discussion, community, and follow-up support.   
Webinar Schedule: https://wilderness.net/practitioners/highlights/page-wilderness-wednesdays-webinar-series.php

Trails Skills Institute - Trail Construction Skills
Link: https://www.trailskills.org/skills/trail-construction

Trails Skills Institute - Trail Maintenance Skills:
https://www.trailskills.org/skills/trail-maintenance

This list is certainly not inclusive. If you have a particular interest, Google it, and you will probably find training on your topic.
