Brushing
What is brushing? -  Brushing is cutting vegetation to allow the footpath to remain open. 
Why does brushing matter? - It improves hiker safety and resource protection by making the trail more obvious, more comfortable to travel, and puts hikers on the center of the trail. Plus, it reduces exposure to ticks.  
From a TATC perspective - This is one of the most common tasks we perform on our section of trail and it is likely to be done on any of our trips out to our section of the AT. The “Swingblade & Lopperfests” that we hold typically three times a year are primarily focused on brushing. While some of the ATC (Appalachian Trail Conservancy) documents below include saw work on blowdowns as part of brushing, will not be included in this write-up as it will be addressed in a separate section. The majority of our trail is in designated Wilderness Areas and we are not allowed to use power tools, so this write-up will focus on non-power tool brushing.
· Please note, cutting of trees or branches > 5” in diameter require guidance of a B-class Sawyer.

Brushing 101 (this section was included in the Spring/Fall Maintenance 101 write-up) - This video highlights the essential practice of brushing along the Appalachian Trail, where volunteers actively work to clear overgrown vegetation that can obstruct hikers’ paths. By removing brush, branches, and other encroaching plants, volunteers not only enhance the hiking experience but also help prevent the development of user-created paths. 

· ATC Video
· ATC – Essential Maintenance Module - Brushing
Digging a Little Deeper (Items that are not labeled ATC or USFS should be considered as reference only) -
· ATC – Instructor Guide for Brushing
· Brushing a Trail While You Hike (Trailkeepers of Oregon)
· Standards and Procedures: Brushing (The Pisgah Conservancy)
Tools – 
· ATC – Trail Tools: Brushing
· More recently, we have also been using Silky saws to cut through small to medium-sized branches, saplings, and woody vegetation that obstruct the path. The saw's design minimizes the risk of injury while effectively trimming back growth.
· USFS Tools for Brushing 
· When brushing with the TATC, you will find that we primarily use “swing blades” (a type of grass whip), loppers and pruning shears; all of which are shown in the ATC link above more than the wider variety shown by USFS.
Safety and JHA’s - (Job Hazard Analysis sheets) specific to Brushing – 
· PPE: hard hat, work gloves, safety glasses, long pants, sturdy boots.
· These are listed at the bottom of the ATC – Trail Tools: Brushing link.
· Trail Work with Hand Tools JHA (2018) 
· Tick Exposure JHA (2022)

Additional Reference Material – 
· USFS Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook
· Trail Corridor 
· Clearing and Brushing
· Tools for Brushing
· Trees 101 - Paul and Lori Heymann
· TATC Trail Maintenance Booklet (specifically pages 90 thru 98)


