Volunteering to Work on the Appalachian Trail
By Jim Sexton

Do you want to volunteer to work on the Appalachian Trail (A.T.)? If your answer is “yes” to this question, then your next best opportunity will be to attend TATC’s Fall Maintenance Weekend at Sherando Lake Campground in October from the 24th to the 26th. This is the weekend where we campout for free on Friday and Saturday nights, and work on the trails on Saturday, and then have a group dinner on Saturday night. Here is the link to sign-up online for this event: Online https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45A5AE29A1F5C61-55638184-fall 

The purpose of the Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club is to maintain a 11-mile section of the Appalachian Trail in accordance with Appalachian Trail Conference (ATC) standards.  We built and maintain the 3-mile Mau-Har Trail, a side trail off of the A.T., we also maintain the 2.5-mile White Rock Falls Trail, and help maintain several trails in the Saint Mary’s Wilderness.  

If you can’t make this Fall’s Maintenance Weekend, maybe you can make one or more of the following TATC trips that are scheduled yearly: 
· Backpacking and Spring Walk-thru - April - Survey of trail conditions - maximum of 10 volunteers
· Spring Maintenance and Family Campout Weekend - April - Maintain the trails maintained by TATC - usually around 60 volunteers
· [bookmark: _Hlk208266347]Swingblade & Lopperfest 1 - June - Cut back encroaching growth - usually around 25 volunteers
· Swingblade & Lopperfest 2 - July - Cut back encroaching growth - usually around 25 volunteers
· Swingblade & Lopperfest 3 - August - Cut back encroaching growth - usually around 25 volunteers
· Backpacking and Fall Walk-thru - October - Survey of trail conditions - maximum of 10 volunteers
· Fall Maintenance and Family Campout Weekend - October - Maintain the trails maintained by TATC - usually around 60 volunteers
· TATC Corridor Monitoring - January - Corridor boundary walk for TATC’s section of AT – usually 6 volunteers

All of these events appear on the TATC club calendar at https://tidewateratc.com/Schedule where you can sign up online to the attend events as they are scheduled, or you can sign up by contacting the Trail Supervisor at trailsupervisor@tidewateratc.com or the Assistant Trail Supervisor	 at assistantts@tidewateratc.com.

Another way of helping with trail maintenance is by serving a term as the Trail Supervisor or the Assistant Trail Supervisor, which are elected positions, or by volunteering for one of the following assigned positions that support the club’s trail maintenance work:

Tool Boss - maintains the TATC-owned maintenance tools 
Section Leaders - responsibility for monitoring and routine maintenance on a section of trail maintained by TATC
Safety Chair - plays a crucial role in maintaining the safety of our events, includes ensuring that our ®InReach
devices are functioning properly, providing training to others on their use, conducting check-ins and check-outs
Timekeeper – tracks volunteer hours for reporting purposes and for awards, including trail maintenance hours
Corridor Monitor - Walks the boundary of a section of the A.T. corridor, locate and inspect boundary markers, and report on their condition.

	Contact the Trail Supervisor or Assistant Trail Supervisor if you are interested in becoming a Section Leader
	Contact the TATC President at president@tidewateratc.com if you are interested in serving as the Tool Boss, Safety Chair, or Timekeeper. 

If you want to work on another section of the A.T. or seek other volunteer ATC opportunities, you might want to try the Appalachian Trail Conservancy’s (ATC’s) new A.T. Volunteer Opportunities website at https://volunteer.appalachiantrail.org/s/volunteer-project-search where you can search for and sign up for volunteer opportunities that may interest you.

Another way to volunteer to work on the A.T. is to join the Konnarock Crew for a week or more. These weeks involve volunteers working on various conservation projects along the Appalachian Trail, from trail construction to rehabilitation. Participants must be at least 16 years old and if a minor, to be accompanied by a parent or guardian during the week. The crew provides training, equipment, and accommodations, allowing volunteers to learn new skills and contribute to trail maintenance. The Konnarock crew weeks are typically posted from May through mid-August, and you can view and sign up for crew weeks at the following site when they become available for next year: https://appalachiantrail.org/get-involved/volunteer/trail-crews/konnarock-trail-crew/

