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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Federal agency within the Department of the Interior

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with
others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people

Manages the National Wildlife Refuge System

Over 570 wildlife refuges across a 50 states, conserving over 150
million acres of land and water
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Badk@Bay\National
Wildlife Refiuge

Established for migrating
and wintering waterfowl
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Established in 1938 )
Original refuge acquisition
(inside the dotted white line)
was about 4500 acres

Current acreage around 9,100

Presidential Proclamation
Area prohibits waterfowl
hunting, but other uses are
allowed ) ¥
Important wintering =~ =R
waterfowl site
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The habitat the
refuge manages
provides a home
for other species,
as well as birds.
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/ Refuge Management

- Habitat management

- Invasive species managemen
- Wildlife management

- Recreation

- Guided by our CCP (2010)
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Habitat management

Primary refuge management activity

Goal is to provide high quality habitat at the
right time

880 acres of wetland impoundments

Intensively managed: Spring drawdown, Fall
re-flood



Managing Wetland
Impoundments
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Food for Wintering Waterfowl!

B

Flooding In fall gives waterfowl
access to seeds and vegetation
(winter food)




(SAV)

- Provides important habitat and food for many animals
(waterfowl, fish, invertebrates) in Back Bay

- SAV decline in the 1980s was a catalyst for changes in
watershed activities




- Other Habitat M

- Reforestation plots

. Restoration of former
farming units

- Invasive species
management

anagement Activities
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Invasive Plant Management

Phragmites (giant reed) is our main focus but
others are important as well

Spraying (ground or aerial) and prescribed fire
Mainly in the impoundments
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Recreation

Back Bay NWR welcomes around 128,000 visitors a

year
- A variety of public uses permitted on the refuge

- Guided programs complement recreational activities




~ Priority Public Uses

Hunting
Fishing
Wildlife Observation
Wildlife Photography
Environmental Education
Interpretation




Refuge Tralls

Open dawn to dusk

Dune, Seaside,
Raptor, and Kuralt

trails and beach are

open yearround

Impoundment trails

are closed from

November 1 to March

31

i
@ Northern mile of beach
'® CLOSED TO PUBLIC
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FCSP West

Back Bay

One way mileage from
Visitor Contact Station
To beach via Seaside Trail
To end of Raptor Trail

To beach via Dune Trail

To Wildlife Viewing Window 0.8

To FCSP Visitar Center 4.0
To NC state line (via beach) 88
Tao Little Island City Park 16

Legend
m Office / Information Roads and Trails
Wildlife Viewing Window = Open all year
\ ﬂ] (with restrooms)

Open seasonally (Apr-
Oct). Please inquire.

Kayak launch

."'D Bike / Hike
§ B Fishin:
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\? Please stay on the trails and do not pass

-\ through any closed gates.



Volunteers

Volunteers assist in many aspect of refuge operations.
All volunteer positions come with training.

Scheduling is flexiblez volunteers sign up for what
works within in their schedule.

Volunteers may work in multiple program areas.

Back Bay

National Wildlife Refuge

Society




2026 Volunteer Priority Projects
A Environmental Education Team

A Blue Goose Wildlife Tram
Drivers/Interpreters

A Facilities/Grounds Maintenance
A Invasive Species Control Team
A Tractor Operator




"~ Environmental Education

School field trips Summer camps

Interpretive programs




